The Four-Year 26-Credit Standard Graduation Option

Subject Area




Credits

Language Arts (English)
4 (a)

Mathematics
4 (b)

Science
4 (c)

Social Studies
4 (d)

Performing or Fine Arts
1 (e)

Physical Education (H.O.P.E.)
1 (f)

Career Research and Decision Making
1/2 (g)

Electives including Major Area of Interest,

Minor Area of Interest, and/or

other Electives
7 ½ (h)

Total Credits Required
26** (i) (j)
*Block Schedule Total Credits
30 (k)

*Any student who completed at least one semester in a Concentrated Semester Curriculum must complete four fewer than the maximum credits available in the 9-12 sequence to graduate.  The GPA for graduation will be calculated on this number of credits.

NOTE 1:

Any student in Grades 9-12 who scored Level 1, Level 2, or failed FCAT Reading the previous year must take Intensive Reading which will be recorded as an elective.  

NOTE 2:

Rigorous Course Requirements:  Students will be required to complete an individualized program of study which included a minimum of three (3) credits in at least one of the following areas prior to graduation:

· Approved Dual Enrollment, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE), approved Honors courses (3 credits in any combination)

or

· Career & Technical Education Program of Study (3 or more credits to complete a sequential career and technical education program resulting in a credential endorsed by a national, state or local industry).  Successful completion of a minimum of three (3) sequential credits in JROTC) Programs meet the Career & Technical Education Program of Study requirement.

NOTE 3:
a) One credit in English 3, English 3 Honors, or Advanced Placement Language and Composition is required.

b) Mathematics must be taken during the ninth and tenth grade years.  Note:  Three of the credits must be earned in grades 9-12.  Two of the four credits in mathematics must include Algebra 1 (or a series of courses equivalent to Algebra 1), geometry (or equivalent course), or a higher-level mathematics course.  

c) Three of the four science credits must include (a) one credit each in biology, chemistry, and physics, (b) the three-credit sequence of Integrated Science 1, 2, 3, or (c) the equivalent approved by the Director of Secondary Programs. Two of the four credits in science must include a laboratory component.

d) Three of the social studies four credits must include one credit each in American History and World History and one-half credit each in American Government and Economics.

e) One credit is required in Performing or Fine Arts, which may include speech and debate or a practical arts course that incorporates artistic content and techniques of creativity, interpretations, and imagination.  Eligible practical arts courses shall be identified through the Course Code Directory.

f) One credit in physical education must include the integration of health (Health Opportunities through Physical Education – H.O.P.E.).  Waivers include the following:

1.  Participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity or varsity level for two full seasons shall satisfy the one-credit requirement in physical education if the student passes a competency test on personal fitness with a score of “C” or better.  The competency test on personal fitness must be developed by the Department of Education.  The district school board may not require that the one credit in physical education be taken during the ninth grade year.

2. Completion of two years in a Reserved Officer Training Corps (R.O.T.C.) class, a significant component of which is drills, shall satisfy the one credit requirement in physical education and the one credit requirement in performing arts.

g) One half credit is required in Career Research and Decision Making.

h) The seven and half credits may include a major area of interest (4 credits) and/or a minor area of interest (3 credits), and/or other electives; however, a student must declare a major area of interest to be confirmed or updated annually.

i) Upon successful completion, students in grades 9-12 who are enrolled in ESOL/Home Language are awarded credit toward graduation requirements.

j) Student completion of an International Baccalaureate diploma curriculum or Advanced International Certificate of Education diploma curriculum shall be deemed to meet the curricular requirements of this subsection.

k) Students who transfer to a block schedule school must complete an extra one-half (1/2) credit for each completed semester taken in the block schedule school.

The Three-Year 18-Credit Standard College Preparatory Graduation Option 

Specific Course and Credit Requirements

(This option must be selected by the end of Grade 9.  See your counselor for more information.)

· 4 credits in English (major concentration in composition and literature)

· 3 credits in mathematics (Algebra 1 level or higher from the list of courses that qualify for state university admission)

· 3 credits in natural sciences (two of which must include a lab component)

· 3 credits in social sciences

· 2 credits in the same second language unless the student is a native speaker of or can otherwise demonstrate competency in a language other than English. If the student demonstrates competency in another language, the student may replace the language requirement with two credits in other academic courses.

· 3 credits in electives

Additional Requirements:

1. At least 6 of the 18 credits required for this program must be in classes that are - dual enrollment; advanced placement; International Baccalaureate; Advanced International Certificate of Education courses; specifically listed or identified by the Department of Education as rigorous pursuant to section 1009.531(3), Florida Statutes; or weighted by the district school board for class ranking purposes. Explanatory Note: The DOE identifies rigorous courses as those courses listed at Level 3 in the Florida Course Code Directory and Instructional Personnel Assignments that meet the course distribution requirements for state university admissions.)

2. A cumulative weighted grade point average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale in the courses required for the college preparatory option

3. A weighted or unweighted grade that earns at least 3.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit toward the 18 credits required for the college preparatory option
4. All 18 credits required for the Three-Year College Preparatory Program, including three electives, must satisfy the course distribution requirements for state university admissions.

The Three-Year 18-Credit Career Preparatory Graduation Option 

Specific Course and Credit Requirements

(This option must be selected by the end of Grade 9.  See your counselor for more information.)

· 4 credits in English (major concentration in composition and literature)

· 3 credits in mathematics (One of the three credits in mathematics must be Algebra 1 or a series of courses equivalent to Algebra 1; however, there must be two credits other than Algebra 1 or its equivalent)

· 3 credits in natural science (two of which must include a lab component)

· 3 credits in social sciences

· 3 credits in a single vocational or career education program and 2 elective credits, or 3 credits in career and technical certificate dual enrollment and 2 elective credits, or 5 credits in vocational or career technical courses

Additional Requirements:

1. A cumulative weighted grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required for the career preparatory option.

2. A weighted or unweighted grade that earns at least 2.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit toward the 18 credits required for the career preparatory option.
NOTE for both 18-Credit Options:

A. One of the four credits in language arts must be in English 3, English 3 Honors, or Advanced Placement Language and Composition.

B. Mathematics must be taken during the ninth and tenth grade years..

C. Two of the three credits in science must have a laboratory component.  Students shall meet the three-credit graduation requirement in science by either (a) one credit each in biology, chemistry, and physics, (b) the three-credit sequence of Integrated Science 1, 2, and 3, or (c) equivalent approved by the Director of Secondary Programs.

D. One credit each in American History and World History and one-half credit each in American Government and economics.
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION DIPLOMA OPTIONS
Exceptional Student Education Diploma – Independent Level – Option 1

Independent level students, who are working toward a Special Diploma and taking the Florida Alternate Assessment, are considered to be capable of meeting their own needs as well as working and living successfully in their communities as adults without overt support from others. To meet graduation requirements, students must have earned 26 credits, or 30 block schedule credits.  Beginning the 2010-11 school year for entering 9th grade special diploma students taking 7000 level courses or higher, the following credits are required:

Subject Area



Credits

Language Arts/Reading


4

Mathematics



4

Science




3

Social Studies



3 (a)

Performing or Fine Arts


1

Physical Education (including health)      1 

Electives including Major Area of Interest,

Minor Area of Interest, Transition,

Self Determination and/or other 

Electives                                      10

Total Credits



26
(a) one half credit must be accomplished through a class that includes the Career Research and Decision Making equivalent delivered through an approved course.

Exceptional Student Education Diploma – Independent Level – Option 2

Subject Area



Credits

Language Arts/Reading


2

Mathematics



2

Science




2

Social Studies



2

Physical Education


1

Life Management and Transition

1

Career Placement


1

Electives



1

Total




12
11th and 12th Grade Requirements:

IEP goals and objectives written specifically for Option 2:

Complete graduation plan

22 community and employment competencies

18 weeks of continuous employment at an average of 20 hours per week

ESE students may begin Option 2 community based employment on or after their 16th birthday. Option 2 is an individually designed, flexible option based on mastery of employment and community competencies. Under this option, students will be successfully employed in paid jobs in the community as a requirement for graduation. Option 2 is a competency-based diploma in which skills are learned and mastered on the job.

Beginning the 2010-11 school year for entering 9th grade students, the following credit requirements will be implemented for Special Diploma Supported Level students:

Subject Area



Credits

Language Arts/ Reading


4

Math




4

Science




3

Social Studies



3

Career Experiences


4

Electives



7

Supported Competitive Employment
1

Total Credits



26

Beginning the 2010 – 2011 school year for entering 9th grade students, the following credit requirements will be implemented for Special Diploma Participatory Level students:

Subject Area



Credits

Core Academic Equivalents

14 (a)

Electives



12 (b)





Total




26 (c)

(a) Core academic courses will be determined based upon the students instructional level in each subject, to include Language Arts/ Reading, Math, Science and Social Studies. 

(b) Elective courses will be determined based on the students instructional level and will include courses that focus on issues of daily living and independence. 

(c) Those statutory requirements that include ALL students, will be met within the total number of credits earned.

Exceptional Student Education Special Certificate of Completion

This option will be available to exceptional education students who do not qualify for a Standard Diploma, do not elect to have an Exceptional Student Education Diploma, do not meet the requirements for an Exceptional Education Diploma or who have met the appropriate requirements and do not choose to select a Certificate of Completion. To be awarded an Exceptional Student Education Special Certificate of completion, the student must earn the minimum number of credits and pass the specific courses as designated in School Board Rule. The student is not required to master the designated Sunshine State Standards.

Certificate of Completion

Certificate of Completion will be available to ESE students who are working towards a Standard Diploma but cannot successfully pass the FCAT or meet the alternative requirement. To be awarded a Certificate of Completion a student must earn the minimum number of credits and pass the specific standard diploma courses designated by the School Board. Exceptional Education Students will be allowed to participate in all commencement exercises when they have completed the required 26 credits even if they have not successfully passed the FCAT or met the alternative requirements.
